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TREASURER: Alasdair Smart 
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GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER:  

Gail Johnston, Elizabeth McLaughlin  
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MRAG REPRESENTATIVE: Brigette Uren

Art Gallery and Gallery Shop hours: Tue - Sun 10am - 5pm | 230 High St Maitland NSW 2320 | 4934 9859 | mrag.org.au

NAME  Alasdair Smart 
TITLE  Treasurer, Maitland Regional Art Gallery Members Committee 
AGE  56 
LIVES  Maitland 
FAMILY Partner Lisa and son Rory

BACKGROUND 

Alasdair grew up in the Lake Macquarie region and attended Speers 
Point East Primary School and Warners Bay High. After school he 
trained as a mechanical engineer with the Sulphide Corporation at 
Boolaroo before moving into the world of finance and attaining a  
degree in Commerce at the University of Newcastle. 

WORK EXPERIENCE

After graduating, Alasdair worked as an accountant with Deloittes 
and then as a stockbroker for Bain & Co before moving overseas. 
After travelling through North America, he trekked through South 
America to Bolivia and back up to New York through Miami before 
settling in the UK. Family connections in Scotland drew him to 
Edinburgh where he worked in accounting for many months before 
going on to further travel in Europe. Alasdair has settled in Maitland 
where for over 20 years he has been the principal of Pearson 
Smart in High Street Maitland, an accountancy firm specialising 
in personal business and investment, taxation, self managed 
superannuation and enterprise growth advice and management for 
small to medium businesses. 

IN HIS OWN WORDS

It is a genuine honour to be associated with Maitland Regional Art 
Gallery and to be able to contribute to the Maitland community 
through my work as the Members’ treasurer. I have always had 
an interest in and appreciation of art. I have a small collection 
of Australian art which is growing thanks to the guidance of Joe 
Eisenberg. The gallery is such a significant cultural institution with  
a wonderful reputation and it is a pleasure to be a part of MRAG. 

ART SUNDAYS

*Adult supervision is required.

EVERY SUNDAY 11 AM - 1 PM
For kids* ALL AGES 
and their families

Free



MAITLAND REGIONAL ART GALLERY MEMBERS + NEWSLETTER + SPRING +  3ARTEL

Welcome to the Spring ARTEL and news of the Spring exhibitions and 
activities which enable members and the visiting public to enjoy the 
creativity of Australian artists, thanks in part to the hard work and 
skills of Kim Blunt, Kate Bugeja and Cheryl Farrell as well as all gallery 
staff and volunteers who facilitate these exhibitions and organise the 
activities. There are some very exciting activities and gallery events 
planned for this Spring, and we invite and encourage everyone in 
our community to peruse ARTEL and come along and participate, 
especially in those events planned for the September school holidays.

The biggest fundraising event of the Maitland Regional Art Gallery 
Members is our annual print sale Director’s Choice 2015. This year 
we will provide an even better opportunity for members and visitors to 
add to their private art collection. The print sale will open on Thursday 
November 5 at 6.00pm and works will be available for sale until 
Sunday 22 November. Quality is assured with Cheryl Farrell, Collection 
Management Curator and Cultural Director Emeritus Joe Eisenberg 
selecting the works for display and sale. Joe will be at the opening, 
which means we will have the pleasure of his company and his 
expert advice. 

To coincide with Director’s Choice 2015, there will be an art appraisal 
session at the Maitland Regional Gallery on Saturday 7 November 
between 10.00am and 1.00pm. Litsa Wilkinson, Head of Australian 
and International Art at Menzies will be available to provide an 
opportunity for local collectors to have their artworks appraised. 

The Archibald coach trip was a successful day and being guided 
through each of the entries added great insight to this iconic Australian 
art prize. We were so lucky to have hosted the Archibald Prize earlier 
this year in Maitland and look forward to the Archibald returning to us 
in a few years. In the meantime, we encourage members and friends 
to join us on our trips to the Archibald and other Sydney galleries. 
Speaking of MRAGM coach tours, don’t miss our next trip to see 
Sculpture by the Sea on Saturday 24 October. 

Discussion with Maitland City Council about the proposed change in 
legal status of MRAGMC from an s.355 committee of council to an 
incorporated association continues - correspondence and discussions 
have been constructive with both parties working to ensure continued 
support for Maitland Regional Art Gallery and the excellent arts and 
cultural activities provided by the gallery for our community. 

It’s coming to that time again… The Annual General Meeting of the 
Maitland Regional Art Gallery Members Committee will be held on 
Thursday 15 October at 6.00pm and our Christmas Party for members 
is on Wednesday 18 November between 5.00pm and 8.00pm. If you 
can, please join us on these 2 occasions. The AGM is the opportunity 
for the committee to inform members of planned initiatives and 
the Christmas Party is a time to connect with other members in the 
celebration of our love of art and good times at Maitland Regional 
Art Gallery. I’d like to extend my best wishes to all our members and 
friends for the Festive Season and the fast approaching 2016.

FROM THE CHAIRPERSON BY DR JAN NOBLE AM 

(above) Winter Program Launch | Saturday 18 July 2015 

MRAG  
MEMBERS 
CHRISTMAS  
PARTY

WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER
5.00 TILL 8.00PM
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 

FOOD*RAFFLES*MUSIC*FUN 
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(left) MRAG Members Archibald tour with guide Annabel Baxter, photo. Nigel James, (right) Judo House pt 6 (the white bird), {detail}, Nigel Milsom, oil 
on canvas, 2015

MRAGM COACH TRIP BY CATHERINE KINGSMILL

ARCHIBALD, WYNNE AND SULMAN 
PRIZES 2015

The Archibald Prize has come to be renowned as Australia’s most 
iconic and controversial art prize, and this year proved no exception. 
Judo house pt 6 (the white bird) by Newcastle’s own Nigel Milsom, of 
his barrister Charles Waterstreet, may leave some viewers pondering 
whether the artist or subject is the more controversial, but there is no 
doubting this is a powerful work and worthy winner. The heightened 
bond between these 2 men is palpable.

Each year there is an overriding element which binds the Archibald 
entries, possibly dictated by the judges unwitting selection criteria 
or reflective of the prevailing social status quo. This year, a common 
thread is the intimacy between the painter and the sitter. There has 
been a subtle shift in this relationship of portraiture, nowhere more 
obvious than Peter Churcher’s loving depiction of his dying mother 
Betty. Thankfully, the size of portraits is diminishing in favour of a more 
accessible format. Even the self portraits are intimate, vulnerable. 
Robert Hannaford’s 24th Archibald entry is joined this year by his 
daughter Tsering’s pensive work. Her disembodied head, mounted like 
a trophy on a pedestal, speaks of the commodification of women yet 
does not confront. Marcus Wills has created a beautiful wedding portrait 
of an Albury couple in their wedding attire and then naked, inviting the 
audience to share their intimacy. Some of the members agreed with the 
Packers’ Prize of Michael Caton, I loved Paul Ryan’s 13 Noahs. A very 
special thanks must go to our guide Annabel Baxter, who actively engaged 
the members group with her  insight and expert  opinion. 

After the Archibald visit and lunch in Darlinghurst, we visited our 
friends at Watters Gallery. It is indeed a pleasure to see the works of  
Rod McRae and James Gleeson in such an intimate space. We were 
then privileged to be guided through Watters’ extensive stockroom by 
Damien Minton where we were shown works by Euan McLeod, Evan 
Salmon, Reg Mombassa, Jumaadi, Ken Searle and Mostyn Bramley-
Moore as well as some very impressive Tony Tuckson paintings. The 
evolution of Richard Larter’s work was well illustrated from his red 
biro work of 1957 through to his pop screenprint panels of the 60s 
and then his familiar syringed figurative works. A very big thank you to 
Damien, whose vast knowledge of the Australian art scene sparked 
some very lively debate among the artists in the coach on the way 
home. What an exhilarating trip! The raffles raised $250, with the 
main prizes won by Sue Burroughs and Gillian James. 

Later in the year the Art Gallery of New South Wales will be touring 
the THE GREATS: Masterpieces of Western art from the National 
Galleries of Scotland. The exhibition comprises of many European 
old masters including a Botticelli never before seen in Australia.  We 
have been offered the opportunity of an hour long private tour of this 
show. Please contact Maitland Art Gallery staff if you are interested in 
travelling to Sydney for this tour. Our next coach trip is to Sculpture by 
the Sea in Bondi on 24 October. Book at the Gallery on 49349859 or 
call in to purchase your tickets.
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GARRY SHEAD The Royal Touch 1996 (detail) 
Sold June 2015, $202,500 including BP

FINE ART APPRAISAL DAY
Do you own art and want to know its value?

Specialists from Australia’s leading auctioneer, Menzies,  
will be holding a valuation day, providing an opportunity  

for local collectors to have their artworks appraised.
SATURDAY, 7 NOVEMBER, 10AM - 1PM  
MAITLAND REGIONAL ART GALLERY  

230 HIGH STREET, MAITLAND 

All enquiries contact Litsa Wilkinson 0481 010 809 
lwilkinson@menziesartbrands.com

menziesartbrands.com

BY CHERYL FARRELL
MRAGM ANNUAL PRINT SALE
6 November - 22 November 2015

COLLECTING ART                         
Have you heard about Herb and Dorothy Vogel, the New York 
couple who, over 50 years, collected more than 4000 artworks, 
assembling a now priceless collection that has been called one of 
the most significant, private art collections of the 20th Century? 
The most intriguing part of their story is that they weren’t wealthy 
people; Herb was a postal worker and Dorothy a librarian and they 
housed their collection of works, by artists including Joseph Beuys, 
Christo, Chuck Close, Sol Le Witt, Roy Lichtenstein and Cindy 
Sherman, in their tiny one-bedroom apartment. 

They collected only what they liked (rather than what might be 
considered ‘important’ or likely to increase in value), with the three main 
restrictions being: the artworks needed to be inexpensive; small enough 
to be carried on the subway; and be able to fit inside their apartment.

Like Herb and Dorothy have shown, anyone can collect art; it does not 
require a lot of money, and so many people love to do it. Collectors just 

love art, they love to discover art, they love to own art and love being 
surrounded by art. The only drawback as many collectors admit, often 
with a sheepish grin, is that collecting art can become an obsession 
(some even call it a disease) and once started it’s hard to stop, even 
when there seems to be no room left to hang the latest acquisition.

Although we don’t want to share any malady, we do want to share 
with you the joy of owning art with our upcoming exhibition, Directors 
Choice 2015, presented by MRAGM as their major, annual, fundraising 
event. There will be more than 350 artworks in this exhibition and all 
are for sale, so you can grow your own art collection with affordable 
works on paper by some wonderful Australian artists. Cultural Director 
Emeritus, Joe Eisenberg has handpicked a wonderful selection 
of artworks for this exhibition and he will also be available on the 
opening night to help you with expert advice.

The exhibition opens at 6pm on Thursday, 5 November and will be 
on display until Sunday, 22 November. We would love you to come 
to MRAG and enjoy this exhibition and begin (or strengthen) your 
own ‘Herb and Dorothy’ love affair with collecting art. 

OPENING EVENT: 6pm, Thursday 5 November 
SPECIAL EVENT: Menzies Appraisal Day, 10am – 1pm, Saturday 7 November

Director’s  
    Choice
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‘Oh, Spring! I want to go out and feel you and get 
inspiration. My old things seem dead. I want fresh 
contacts, more vital searching.’ –  Emily Carr

The date 15 August 2015 marked the sixth anniversary of the MRAG re-
launch, with our wonderful gallery extensions being opened by Margaret 
Olley in front of what seemed like half of the Hunter Valley community. 

In preparation for that event six years ago, MRAG undertook an 
audience research project called Regional Conversations, conducted 
by Dr Barbara Piscatelli, in which interviews were conducted with 
various focus groups within the community. With each of these groups 
interviewed – from 5 year olds at school, school kids of all ages, 
mums and dads with bubs, creatives, educators, and to the more 
‘experienced’ members of the community, a recurring theme popped 
up and that was the idea of MRAG as ‘a place of inspiration’. 

The idea of ‘inspiration’ has, intentionally, underpinned much of the 
programing at MRAG for the last 6 years. The artists selected to 
exhibit, the workshops created to enhance the exhibitions, as well 
as concerts, book launches and artists talks all serve, I hope, this 
notion of inspiration. 

Other services MRAG provides also seek to inspire, such as the 
exquisite items in the Gallery Shop or the activities in the workshops 
which all look towards inspiration at the core. 

To be inspired or to inspire. 

With this in mind.... What inspires you? 

With the 26 September launch of 8 new exhibitions as well as a new 
public art feature at MRAG, the Spring season launch will include the 
opportunity to talk with most of the artists in all of these exhibitions 
and see what inspires them. 

RE:BOUND by Neridah Ackland is an exhibition of ‘Repetition of 
form manifested through habit and ritual. The weight of expectation 
suspended by the strength of possibility. re:iterate, re:incarnate, 
re:member, re:bound’. 

KYOTO RAVINE by Renae Carlson is a haunting, contemplative 
experience of her ‘Zen-influenced’ series of collages. Combining 
sketches with materials including wire, bamboo, textiles, and burnt 
and marked paper, the intricate world of Kyoto Ravine is one in which 
‘…beauty is not a spectacle but rather something sensed in elusive, 
fading moments’. 

SHADOW HOUSES by Rachael Ireland is an exhibition which explores 
shifting and multiple perspectives of home and place. With photography 
as her medium, Rachael investigates the ‘…intangible relationship 
between places lived and travelled. In constructing her work Rachael 
reflects upon and critiques how cultural perspectives, social histories and 
tourism continually define and redefine her experience of place and 
understanding of home within the Australian society’. 

CONTINUUM 3: Uncertainties above and below by Heather Ellyard,  At 
the heart of Ellyard’s work is an artist’s search for meaning, now, in 
our time, with a mature strength, refined purpose and broad vision. 
Heather states “…for a long time I have asked myself whether and 
how art matters in an atmosphere of global imbalance, violence and 
suffering. The only answer I know, for me, is not that beauty counts, 
but that paying attention, caring, being true to a language-of-meaning 
counts, and beauty may be a by-product of that process. And poems 
may rise up. This is why I go on and on making art.’ 

FACE 2 FACE is the sixth annual exhibition of artworks at Maitland 
Regional Art Gallery (MRAG) by students ranging from Pre-School to 
Year 6, from participating schools in the Hunter-Central Coast region.

What a bumper series of exhibitions with four more exhibitions which 
Anne and Michelle will talk about in more detail on page 10 of this 
edition of Artel. They are ARTEXPRESS, and two stunning solo exhibitions 
in the Art Factory by Barbie Procobis and Olivia Parsonage; as well as our 
newly painted mural in the Art Factory stairwell by Jessica Coughlan. 

So, What inspires me?… Art – always! As well as (at the moment at 
least) the smell of Spring, AND Cheryl’s story about Herb and Dorothy 
Vogel in her article about Collecting art – how inspiring! 

SPRING EXHIBITIONS BY KIM BLUNT

(left) Winter Program Launch | Saturday 18 July 2015, (right) Renae Carlson, Sanjusangendo Temple, 2014, Japanese Gampi paper, Kakishibu paper, 
paper cord, ink and graphite, 28 x 38cm
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SPRING EXHIBITIONS

(top left) Heather Ellyard, Somebody’s Homeland (detail), 2013, plaster, blackboard, 135 x variable width cm, photograph by Mark Ashkanasy  
(lower left)  Rachael Ireland, The Never 3 (detail), 2013-2015, silver gelatin print, 35 x 70 cm, (right) Nerida Ackland, re:worked (detail), 2015, cotton,  
hemp and found objects, dimensions variable

ARTEXPRESS  
EXEMPLARY ARTWORKS CREATED BY NEW SOUTH WALES VISUAL ARTS 
STUDENTS FOR THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

12 September - 1 November 2015 
 
 

SHADOW HOUSES  
RACHAEL IRELAND 
26 September - 29 November 2015

RE:BOUND  
NERIDA ACKLAND 
26 September - 29 November 2015

CONTINUUM 3:  UNCERTAINTIES ABOVE AND BELOW 
HEATHER ELLYARD 
26 September - 29 November 2015
This exhibition is dedicated to Emmanuel and Etta Hirsh 

 KYOTO RAVINE 
RENAE CARLSON 
26 September - 22 November 2015

A PLACE TO CALL YOURS
BARBIE PROCOBIS
19 September 2015 - 31 January 2016

SOFT SCAPE 
OLIVIA PARSONAGE 
19 September 2015 - 31 January 2016

FACE 2 FACE  
ARTWORKS BY CHILDREN AGED 3-12  
FROM LOCAL SCHOOLS AND PRE-SCHOOLS 

26 September - 29 November 2015

ELECTRIC DUSK 
JESSICA COUGHLAN 
Stairwell Installation

OFFICIAL OPENING | 9 EXHIBITIONS  
3-5 pm Saturday 26 September 2015
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Indeah Clark, at the early age of 19, has a portfolio of work to be 
envied by many artists. Indeah has always been surrounded by art, 
music and literature. Born into a creative family and nurtured in the 
Linuwel school community, Indeah has jumped headfirst into a career 
of art. After completing both diplomas in visual arts at Newcastle Art 
School, she is currently studying Fine Art at the University of Newcastle 
and aims to complete this degree at Manchester University in 2016. 
Her ultimate goal is to travel the world through a series of travelling art 
residencies. She believes that remaining in one place would not allow 
her artwork to move or develop, and she loves the idea of leaving a 
trail of artworks around the world. Indeah is indeed a girl on the move!

She is currently majoring in printmaking and sculpture and members 
may recall her beautiful prints exhibited here at MRAG where she was 
a finalist in the 2014 Brenda Clouten memorial travelling scholarship. 
Indeah maintains that Michael Bell was an important teacher and 
mentor for her, always encouraging her to think outside the square, 
experimenting with large scale format, overlapping layers of colour and 
the use of unorthodox techniques and media. She created a beautiful 
ephemeral artwork for the August Aroma Festival in Maitland; an 
intricate pavement pattern designed to slowly fade away.

Indeah also completed 2 large public art projects with the Honeysuckle 

Development Corporation in the form of a gigantic robot and oversized 
hardwood children’s blocks. Recalling the skills of her shipwright/
architectural designer father Allan, the blocks were constructed with 
dovetail joins and built to last.

Indeah supports her study through working behind the bar at the 
Grand Junction Hotel (popularly referred to as the Junkyard) in Central 
Maitland. One of the Hunter’s last live music venues, the Junkyard has 
introduced Indeah to many national and local musicians who have 
provided her with commissions for t-shirts, posters, flyers and album 
cover artwork. She is planning a major music/art event this Summer 
at the Junkyard with live bands complementing an art exhibition. Apart 
from celebrating life through music, art and writing, Indeah says she 
has a goal at present to “normalise stupidity”. She likes playing with 
the idea of compressing a story into one sentence and illustrating it 
with one of her amazing prints. Quirky? Yes. Frivolous? Never. Indeah 
Clark is a Member Artist to watch!

Speaking of Member Artists, we are pleased to add that Rachel 
Milne’s portrait of Cultural Director Emeritus Joe Eisenberg has been 
hung at the S.H. Ervin Gallery as part of the 2015 Salon de Refuses. 
Congratulations Rachel, and good luck with your upcoming exhibition 
at King Street Gallery.

(left) Indeah Clark, Image by Sam Roy (right) Indeah Clark, Tales from a bench, 2015, screen print.

Meet our member artist
INDEAH CLARK BY CATHERINE KINGSMILL

     

at Maitland Regional  
Art Gallery
Saturday 26 September  
9am - 3pm 

Saturday 28 November 
twilight maket

Stallholder enquiries  
please contact:  
theolivetreemarket.com.au
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HAVE YOU  
STARTED  

THINKING ABOUT 

CHRISTMAS?  
WE HAVE! 

THE GALLERY SHOP BY ASHLEY GRANT

(above) Angelique Perak and her work 

‘Hither simply means “here” or “to this place”... to me 
it talks about the journey I’ve been on and it is also 
about the nostalgia that the native flora and fauna 
can evoke. Hither was born from a love of design 
and the natural environment. It celebrates the deep 
connection people have with places.’ – Angelique Perak

From that little pocket of sunshine down the road otherwise known 
as NSW Central Coast, hails the newest addition the Gallery Shop; 
Hither Objects and Creative. Angelique Perak has made her debut 
into the world of jewellery and card making with an incredibly stylish 
and refined range inspired by some of Australia’s most iconic flora. 

Perak is by no means a novice within the artistic realm, having 
exhibited locally and worked internationally as an architect she is a 
women of many talents.  With an overflowing sketchbook, two small 
children and a desire to share her creative work in a different way 
Hither has become a reflection of many passions but most clearly, 
her love of design and native plants. 

As a trained architect it comes as no surprise that much of 
Perak’s interest and intrigue stems from ‘the perfect engineering 
and masterful detailing created in nature’. This notion she has 
carried with her since she was a child growing up in New Zealand, 
marvelling at what surrounded her and finding inspiration in the 
photography of Karl Blossfeld. When chatting with Perak, so much 
of what she has to say about her work centres around home, 
nostalgia, connections and nature; the simple things. 

Each piece in Hither’s jewellery range embodies the delicate 
balance between positive and negative space in a way that is near 
perfect; so much so that it feels like each detail has been a lifetime 
in the making. There is a seamless juxtaposition between what is 
both delicate and strong in subject matter and materials. Made 
from acid etched stainless steel and finished with quality sterling silver 
findings and chains, each piece is light, stylish and easy to wear. Open 
a clean white box marked Hither and you will find a gorgeous piece of 
jewellery, an about/care card and a small description outlining which 
plant the piece represents. The perfect gift (for you or someone else!) 
that is sure to impress and remind you of home.

Our MRAG elves have been busy 
collecting wonderful treasures and 
PERFECT GIFTS in preparation for 
Christmas 2015. We have sent the 
message far and wide to many of our 
artists who spend their time making 
UNIQUE pieces BY HAND to ensure  
we have all the PRESENTS you need  
for your loved ones this year. 

There is EXCITEMENT and
ANTICIPATION in the air as we await 
the arrival of HANDMADE Christmas 
decorations from some brilliant artists 
and plan for some special SURPRISES!   

We look forward to seeing you in the  
lead up to a very festive Christmas in  

THE GALLERY SHOP
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It has been wonderful to see the engagement of our gallery audiences 
recently as they have visited Operation Artist in the upper floor Art 
Factory exhibition space at the gallery.  This exhibition had a series 
of group and individual artworks made by young people who were 
patients at either John Hunter Children’s Hospital (JHCH) or Maitland 
Private Hospital (MPH). The accompanying labels give some of the 
story of how these particular works came about with the assistance of 
Julie Nicolls, Art Therapist at JHCH and Amy Hill, visiting artist at MPH  
and are testament to the power and potential  of art to divert, engage 
and assist as a healing therapy.   
 
It was fascinating to hear our panellists Julie and Amy joined by 
Camille Kersley, artist and creative therapist and Lois Parish-Evans, 
MRAG Art & Dementia Co-ordinator, speak on this at our recent public 
forum Art as Therapy: a conversation at the gallery on Sunday 9 
August.  The very interested and diverse audience brought their own 
experiences and perspectives as the panellists spoke on the ability of 
art to be a potent and positive experience when harnessed in creative 
and safe settings.   Operation Artist and Operation Art continue until 
Sunday 13 September at the art gallery.  
We look forward to seeing two new bodies of work by young Hunter 
based artists Olivia Parsonage and Barbie Procobis  in the Art Factory 
which will open to the public from  19 September.  Olivia’s installation 
Soft Scape will certainly prove a tactile experience especially for our 
younger audience whilst Barbie’s installation upstairs will lead the 
audience on a voyage of discovery. Barbie will be teaching her special 
techniques in sculpting and colouring using her medium of choice 
Sculpy at her workshop at the art gallery on Saturday  17 October.  
The art gallery is again very pleased to host ARTEXPRESS in 2015,  
|and opening on Saturday 26 September is the Hunter Region 
focussed ARTEXPRESS selected from exceptional artworks submitted 

for the NSW Higher School Certificate in 2014. The 37 artworks which 
include 20 made by students who attended schools in the Hunter 
region will fill two upstairs galleries and will provide a magnet for our 
audiences including local school students. Several ARTEXPRESS 
artists will speak about their artworks on Saturday 26 September as 
part of our opening celebrations.

August has been a great month in the Art Factory workshop space at 
the art gallery for our new pilot program Getting Started in Drawing 
and Painting held every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday afternoon in 
August between 1pm-3pm.  This public program has been developed 
with the active support and participation of Maitland Art Society and 
we thank Society members and artists Gaye Shields, Julie Hosking 
and Susanne Gorring for volunteering as our tutors for these classes.  
Anyone could book into these free classes to re-connect with drawing 
or painting, to hold a brush or pencil for the first time or simply to enjoy 
getting together in these small classes to draw, paint and enjoy a look 
at the gallery exhibitions.  
 You may have noticed our new revamped Art Factory stairwell.  
Newcastle –based artist Jessica Coughlan has transformed the 
lighting design and walls into an evolving landscape complete with 
animals that moves the audience up and down the stairs in her 
installation Electric Dusk which will be formally launched at the 
opening on Saturday 26 September.  

And looking into November don’t forget  Renae Carlson’s Masterclass 
on 7 November featuring her use of Japanese Sumi Ink and collage; 
numbers are limited to 10 participants so do be quick to book in.

(left) Georgia Urie, Malleable Beings, 2014, drawing, 112 x 77 cm, St Joseph’s Catholic College, (centre) Barbie Procobis, The Watcher, 2015, polymer clay, 
colour pencil, chalk pastel, VHS tapes, 45 x 25 x 15 cm, courtesy of the artist, (right) Olivia Parsonage, Block part of Soft Scape installation, foam, fabric, 
thread and paint, 40 x 30 x 48 cm

Meet our member artist
INDEAH CLARK

AROUND THE ART FACTORY  
at MRAG BY MICHELLE MAARTENSZ AND ANNE MCLAUGHLIN 
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SOCIAL GALLERY

Maitland Regional Art Gallery is proudly supported by:

Artist talk with Julie Ryder Artist talk with Julie Ryder

Artist talk with Michael Bell Artist talk with Michael Bell

Winter Program Launch, Saturday 28 July 2015

Winter Program Launch, Saturday 28 July 2015

Winter Program Launch, Saturday 28 July 2015

Lydia Miller opening the Winter Program Launch Pat Corrigan speaking at the Winter Program Launch

Maitland Regional Art Gallery is supported by the NSW Government through Arts NSW. 

MRAG Members Archibald tour with guide Annabel Baxter, photo. Nigel James 




