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Jenny Aitchison MP
Chairperson, MRAG Members Committee
44
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BACKGROUND
Jenny was born and educated in Canberra, with a backdrop of politics
which became second nature to her, along with a strong interest in
the arts. Her first degree was a psychology major from ANU followed
by further study in Applied Psychology from the University of Canberra.
Jenny also studied at the Australian Institute of Company Directors and
later attained accreditation in Coach Management from the Institute
of Transport and Logistics at Sydney University. Jenny has travelled
extensively throughout Asia, Europe, Africa and the U.S.
In 1998 Jenny moved to Walcha (pop. 1800) to marry and start her
family. It was after joining the family business here that her interest
in pushing economic development in regional communities was
established. Jenny has won many business awards and served on
a number of state and national industry and government boards for
tourism, transport and the representation of women. She was the
Foundation President of the Women’s Network Hunter NSW.

WORK EXPERIENCE
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CHAIRPERSON: Jan Noble AM
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SECRETARY: Gena Parker
TREASURER: Alasdair Smart
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GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER:

Gail Johnson, Elizabeth McLaughlin
PATRON: Jenny Aitchison MP
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE: Loretta Baker
MRAG REPRESENTATIVE: Brigette Uren

ARTEL ON-LINE
If you are interested in getting ARTEL on-line
only please contact MRAG reception. You will also
receive flyers and brochures regarding exhibition
openings, art classes and excursions by email.

Jenny started work in Canberra where she was employed by the
Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs in the areas of
Settlement Planning, Social Justice Coordination, Women’s Issues and
Access and Equity. She was later Chief of Staff to the Federal Member
for Fraser. After moving to Walcha, Jenny took a management role
in the family business, Northern Highland Travel, which relocated to
Maitland in 2000. The business has since grown and now operates as
All Australian Journeys and Hello World Travel, employing over 25 staff
in its café, conference centre, bus charters and travel agency.

IN HER OWN WORDS
At my core, my commitment to social justice has defined my life. Whether it
was in the playground at school, writing policy documents or speaking
out against injustice, I have never been able to stay silent. I believe
people need to be empowered to achieve their best not just for themselves,
but that this is vital for building a stronger and more united community.
There is no greater empowerment than in the process of creation, and
art is the most accessible form of creation. We can all make art at
some level. Art is the great inspiration that allows us to communicate
our common stories across time and culture, whether it be ancient
Aboriginal rock art in Mootwingee National Park near Broken Hill, ancient
carvings on temples in Egypt, the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg,
Picasso’s work at the Sofia in Madrid, Angkor Wat in Cambodia, the Mona
Lisa in the Louvre or Maitland Regional Art Gallery.
I am so honoured to be the Patron of the MRAG Members – I have
watched the development of our gallery and continue to be inspired
by the efforts of its staff and volunteers to attract an ever widening
audience and group of artists both within and outside our community.
I am pleased to have this opportunity to support the work of all in our
arts community to continue to inspire and uplift.

Art Gallery and Gallery Shop hours: Tue - Sun 10am - 5pm
230 High St Maitland NSW 2320 | 4934 9859 | mrag.org.au
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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

BY JAN NOBLE AM

(above) Antonio Giner, Paella Master at Just Party | Saturday 2 May 2015

What a celebration we enjoyed over the first weekend of May! The
opening of Just Paper, a festival of 8 exhibitions, proved to be a
wonderful homage to our departing Cultural Director Joe Eisenberg.
Falling in the middle of some catastrophic storms Just party, the
Committee’s soiree for Joe was moved at the last minute to the Gallery.
Despite the inclement weather, all our guests managed to enjoy a
memorable evening of wonderful music, food, friendship and art.
It was a great event and a joyous acknowledgement of Joe and his
standing in the local community as well as the wider art world.

and Kerry Lester and was recently valued at $3,000. The raffle was
drawn at the Olive Tree Markets held at MRAG on 23 May and was won
by John Lewis of New Lambton - congratulations!

That same appreciation and respect for Joe was clearly evident earlier
in the day during Professor the Hon. Dame Marie Bashir’s opening
address. With an audience of hundreds of local and out-of-town
guests, Dame Marie paid tribute to Joe, his achievements and his
contribution to Maitland art and culture.

Bookings are now open for our popular coach trip to the Art Gallery of
New South Wales on 15 August for the Archibald, Wynne and Sulman
Prizes. We will be travelling to “Little Italy” in Darlinghurst for lunch
afterwards and finishing our day with a trip to Watters Gallery where
Sonia Legge will give us a talk on the James Gleeson and Rod McRae
exhibitions there. Tickets are $75 for members, $85 for guests and
bookings can be made at the Gallery on 49349859.

The Members Committee supported Just Party by meeting food, drinks
and other entertainment costs as a gesture of our appreciation to
Joe and the artists, donors and supporters of Just paper who have
generously supported Maitland in the past, and also so generously
donated over $100,000 worth of works on paper to the Maitland
Regional Art Gallery Collection and the people of Maitland. Many
people contributed to the success of the evening: the MRAG staff,
volunteers, members and husbands. Thanks to you all for a great effort.

Speaking of prints, the annual Director’s Choice Print Sale will be held
again from 6 until 22 November, so please note the date in your diary.
MRAG Collections Curator, Cheryl Farrell will oversee the direction of
the works for sale and, good news, Joe has agreed to participate in the
review and selection of prints also.

In the previous ARTEL (Souvenir Edition), I included an outline of events
to date re the proposed incorporation of the membership. Following
further discussions with Maitland City Council, the proposal is now with
the MCC for further consideration. I will update members as soon as a
decision has been reached.

As part of the Just paper celebrations, MRAGM Committee offered
a very attractive raffle with 10 prints from the Members’ stock. This
wonderful print collection included works by Jamie Boyd, John Coburn
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

BY JOE EISENBERG

(above) Dora Eisenberg, Joe Eisenberg and Janusz Florek at the official launch of Just Paper | Saturday 2 May 2015

‘I’m greedy for what I hope chance can give me far beyond
anything that I can calculate logically.’
(Francis Bacon, the late British artist.)
Dear All,
It’s time to say goodbye to my official position as an arts administrator
in the regional public art sector. Janis and I will, however, continue
to live in Maitland and I will continue to be involved in the Australian
art scene - free, free at last to do as I will and probably never have
to raise funds again. Although, remember Melba* and I don’t mean
toast. There is more, much more that I want to achieve employing art
as a medium and I don’t mean painting canvases.
MRAG is in good hands. The last two years of succession planning
have proved that. New lands will be conquered, new ideas will evolve
and the ever-present energy will remain and grow from strength to
strength. Most importantly, MRAG will continue to serve the public of
Maitland as it always has and that is important and crucial.
This is both a good bye and a hello. Some things, thank G-d, I will
never have to do again but others will continue and even others will
become new colours on the palette and perhaps lead to exciting new
adventures, again not painting.
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The question remains what will I do? Who will I annoy? Who will I
complain to? And, most importantly, who will bring me tea? YES that is
what happens. I am no longer a young man and have bad knees and
there is no way Janis is doing this kind of bidding. I guess I will spend
the first bit of time working out what to do first and, unfortunately,
on my own and very quietly: there will be no one asking, ringing,
demanding, and disturbing whatever it is I will be doing. YES it does,
or rather, did happen in the past, while I was in my office doing,
doing, doing – something!!
So, as I said earlier, this is my last opportunity to officially say good bye,
thank everyone who has made MRAG what it is today and wish you all
the very best for a future that looks very bright from where I am still
sitting for a few more weeks until 13 July. It has been hard work but
lots of fun and, in the end, I must admit that being Cultural Director
has been both rewarding and full of enjoyment. See you sometime in
the future, somewhere involved with cultural activities, particularly
the visual arts.
GOOD BYE!!!!!
*Nellie Melba continued to sing until the last months of her life,
making a legendary number of ‘farewell’ appearances.
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FROM THE COLLECTION

BY CHERYL FARRELL

(left) Henri Matisse, Nadia au menton pointu, 1948, aquatint on paper, 43.4 x 48.3 cm, gift of Penelope Seidler AM
(centre) Michael Bell, Two friends in a bar (detail), 2007-2014, gouache, ink, pencil, collage on paper, 39.3 x 29.3 cm, gift of the artist
(right) Bill Brown, The piano has been drinking, 2014, graphite and coloured pencil on coloured Canson paper, 55 x 37.3 cm, gift of the artist

NEW ACQUISITIONS
So far this year at MRAG it’s been all about the Collection:
free collection room tours during Free Art January, NBN news
coverage filmed in the collection room, the 1233 Radio Charity
Auction for Dungog in which listeners could donate funds by
bidding for the opportunity of a private tour of the Collection……
and then the Just Paper festival.
The Just Paper festival featured multiple events, a beautiful
catalogue and a series of exhibitions that highlighted the MRAG
Collection and our collection focus of works on paper. This resulted
in an art gallery full of exhibitions in which almost all the artworks
were from the MRAG Collection.
The exhibition, An the empty chair was a ‘highlights package’ of
artworks that have been acquired for the MRAG Collection over the
last ten years; On the make: a collection story featured a folio of
prints donated to the Collection, The Maitland Wonder displayed
memorabilia, original photographs, and newspaper articles from the
MRAG Les Darcy Collection and A gallery of people: looking back

comprised reproductions of photographs (which will become a part
of the Collection) chronicling the MRAG story through the lens of the
Maitland Mercury Newspaper.
And of course there was the major exhibition, The piano has been
drinking (not me). All the artists and donors participating in this large
exhibition were responding to Joe Eisenberg’s final ‘begging’ – a
request to create a work on paper inspired by the lyrics of the Tom
Waits song, The piano has been drinking (not me) and then to donate
that work on paper to the MRAG Collection.
This meant that the entire exhibition represented the very latest
acquisitions to the MRAG Collection! This was a major act of goodwill
and benefaction from artists and donors as well as a huge indication
of their respect for Joe. The donation as a whole meant that MRAG
has acquired more than 170 individual artworks with an overall value
of more than $100,000. On this page are images of just a few of the
works donated, but every work donated has been featured in the
beautiful Just Paper catalogue that you can view and purchase in
the Gallery Shop.

ART SUNDAYS
Looking for something interesting, unique, beautiful, quirky or

*Adult
locallysupervision
crafted? We invite you to explore our Gallery Shop where you
is required.
will find the perfect gift.
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WINTER EXHIBITIONS

BY KIM BLUNT

(left) Weaver Jack, Lungurang, 2006, synthetic polymer paint on canvas, 168 x 112 cm, on loan from the Corrigan Collection, (centre) Julie Ryder, Re:generate :1859
(detail), 2008, Silk, reactive dyes, direct digital print, (right) Jane Gillings, Free Association (detail), 2014, found objects and wire, 90 x 90 x 20 cm

It has been an amazing start to 2015 with Kerrie Lester, Adrian
Lockhart and the Just Paper suite of exhibitions – to name a few.
However the second half of 2015 will not be in the shadow and will be
equally fabulous with 19 new exhibitions still to come for 2015.
Our next group of exhibition changeovers begin in late June and include
6 new exhibitions which will see us through the chilly Winter period.
Excitingly, we have been working with MRAG Patron Pat Corrigan AM
and have been preparing an exhibition from his private art collection.
The exhibition titled Power + Colour, new paintings from the Corrigan
Collection is accompanied by a stunning 386 page book of the same
title filled with powerful and colourful images.
Pat Corrigan is a well-known collector and long-time supporter of
various cultural institutions and artists. Pat is known to ‘only buy(s)
what he loves’ 1 and for his collection of contemporary indigenous art
Pat has limited his collecting to art which has been produced post the
year 2000. This stunning exhibition will feature 38 works of art from
various regions across Australia all drawn from Pat’s collection and the
exhibition will be open to the public 27 June -20 September 2016.
Jane Raffan stated in her book Power + Colour:
In depicting country and Tjukurpa, the works of art in Power
+ Colour reveal a thriving Aboriginal art/law nexus….These
contemporary works offer an aesthetic that fuses visual
dynamism with a powerful connection to the primal through
living links to a complex spiritual practice that is intricately
and intimately tied to law and land. The selection of …works of
art in Power + Colour are painting which radiates power: the
interconnected power of law and country.2
Along with Power + Colour we are so pleased to welcome an exhibition
from much respected and loved Hunter based artist Michael Bell in
collaboration with German based artist Menno Fahl. Born in Maitland,
Michael lives and works in Newcastle, where the harbour, beaches
and parks have featured as the subject of many of his paintings over
the years. For this exhibition titled KRAZY KUNST (Kunst being the
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German word for Art), Michael Bell & Menno Fahl have been sending
woodblock plates back and forth between Newcastle and Berlin,
adding and subtracting imagery with cutting tools. Bell then prints the
completed blocks in Newcastle. The exhibition features these finished
collaborations as well as unique artworks by each of these artists.
Alongside the exhibition KRAZY KUNST, MRAG has been working with
representatives from NG Art Gallery Chippendale in presenting an
exhibition which featuring 4 artists form the NG Art Gallery stable of
artists. The exhibition Object Urbanites features established artists
Tracy Luff, Alison Coates, Lizzie Buckmaster-Dove and Jane Gillings
and all four are uniting to reveal their common interest in the life of
material objects. As they collect and construct, these artists offer us a
new insight into the extraordinary inhabitants of our ordinary lives.
Finally I have room to talk about an exhibition for those of us who love
all things textile. MRAG will be hosting a fabulous exhibition by well
known Canberra based textile artist Julie Ryder with her exhibition
Fertile Ground. This exhibition consists of new and existing works that
use natural materials for their creation and inception. Plant extracts
have been used as dyes and watercolours for paper and textiles;
pollens, volcanic ash and ochres have been used in screen-printed
images; and natural materials such as leaves, thorns and bones are
used to create exquisite works on paper. Photomicrographs of plants
and insects gathered during residencies at the ANBG and CSIRO have
been digitally manipulated to form strange new species of the future.
These are but a taste of the new exhibitions we can enjoy this Winter
and I encourage you to meet the artists at the talks detailed on
page seven.
I am excited to report that we have finalised the exhibition program for
2016. We are also currently negotiating with a number of artists, curators
and arts organisations both locally and further afield with exhibitions we
hope to include in our exhibition program for 2017, 2018 and beyond.
1
Raffan, Jane, Power + Colour, new painting from the Corrigan Collection
of 21st century Aboriginal Art, page 7
2

Ibid p.15

MAITLAND RE GIONAL ART GALLE RY ME MBE RS + NE WS LE TTE R + W I N TER + 6

WINTER EXHIBITIONS

(left) Euan Macleod, Lloyd Jones and Ron McBurnie, Hearsay 6, 2013, etching on paper, Ed 20/20, 89 x 58.5cm, Donated under the Australian
Government’s Cultural Gifts program by Pat Corrigan in 2015, (right) Menno Fahl, Gartenzwerge (detail), 1997, mixed media, 290 x 250 x 130 cm,
on loan from a private collection.

POWER + COLOUR

NEW PAINTINGS FROM THE
CORRIGAN COLLECTION
27 June - 20 September 2015

KRAZY KUNST

MICHAEL BELL AND MENNO FAHL
27 June - 6 September 2015
MICHAEL BELL: ARTIST TALK
2pm | Saturday 18 July | FREE

OBJECT URBANITES

TRACY LUFF, ALISON COATES,
LIZZIE BUCKMASTER-DOVE AND JANE GILLINGS
27 June - 6 September 2015

FERTILE GROUND

JULIE RYDER
18 July- 20 September 2015
JULIE RYDER: ARTIST TALK
1pm | Saturday 18 July | FREE

OPERATION ART | OPERATION ARTISTS
4 July - 13 September 2015
ART AS THERAPY: A CONVERSATION
11am-12 noon | Sunday 9 August | FREE
ART ABOUT WITH AMY
1-3pm | Sunday 16, 23 & 30 August | FREE
Partners

HEARSAY

FROM THE MRAG COLLECTION
EUAN MACLEOD, LLOYD JONES AND RON MCBURNIE
27 June - 20 September 2015

ARTEL

Major Sponsor
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MEET OUR MEMBER ARTIST:
BRADDON SNAPE

BY CATHERINE KINGSMILL

(left) Braddon Snape, Entering the Exit, 2012, stainless steel, Seoul, (top right) Braddon Snape, Nothin’ but Sky, 2014, steel, Sculpture by the Sea Bondi
(lower right) Braddon Snape, SubWharfyen, 2008, marine stainless steel, Pyrmont

Braddon Snape is an established sculptor, a formidable educator,
curator, public art designer and consultant. There are many local
sculptors and artists who have benefitted from Braddon’s dedicated
tutelage at both Newcastle Art School and the University of Newcastle.
We are also very privileged to have Braddon on hand at MRAG to
assist in major exhibition hangs.
He has exhibited in Sculpture by the Sea 7 times, securing the
Unrepresented Sculptor Award in 2003. He has also been selected in
various National awards, including the McClelland Sculpture Survey
and Award 2007 and the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize 2009.
His work has been widely collected in Australia, Great Britain,
China, USA and Korea.
Snape’s practice has generally focused on large scale sculptures
and Public Artworks with highlights including: A Drop in the Ocean,
Linwood, Newcastle 2005; The SubWharfyen, a public sculpture
on Wharf 7 and 9 Pyrmont, Sydney 2008; The Journey, The Mater
Hospital Newcastle and Revealed – by time & tide, Port Stephens,
which won a Lower Hunter Urban Design Award in 2011. In 2012,
he was invited as one of five International artists to participate in a
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residency in Seoul, South Korea, to create a large-scale work for the
International Sculpture Festa 2012. Snape’s most recently completed
project is Water Wandering (2014), a four panel stainless steel work
for the Woolworths development in Medowie, NSW.
Braddon Snape owes much of the childhood he spent around Lake
Macquarie to his sculptural aesthetic. Often marine inspired, the
most direct imagery can reflect the prow of a ship, an oar or a windfilled sail. His fluidity of line is suggestive of an ocean wave or the
ripples of a glassy sea. Braddon’s work is constantly evolving as a
result of continual study. The nexus of environment and experience is
explored through Braddon’s research of immersive, phenomenological
sculpture created for specific sites and contexts. Braddon is currently
undertaking a PhD at Newcastle University to add to his already
extensive studies. Integral to this research, he is exploring an
exciting new method of inflated steel sculpture. We look forward
with great anticipation to a major exhibition of Braddon’s work here
at MRAG in 2016.
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THE GALLERY SHOP

BY ASHLEY GRANT

(above) Katherine Mahoney and her work | photograph by Greg Piper

‘Inspired by a medium which is expressive and
exquisite; fragile and durable, I try – through the ritual
and rhythm of wheel throwing – to create pieces
that are simple, yet beautiful. I use porcelain for its
whiteness and ability make colours sing, and stoneware
for its robust durability.’ - Katherine Mahoney
Let me introduce you to Katherine Mahoney. As a ceramicist her work
is immaculate; her pieces are simple and unique (but uniform enough
to work harmoniously together) and are a reflection of the passion
she has for her practice. She speaks with a still recognisable
English lilt albeit with endless enthusiasm about her work, new
directions and life.
Katherine fell in love with pottery some 30 years ago when she was
living in Kent. Life has taken her from England to Hong Kong and now
Australia where she has lived and worked since 1996. Her penchant
for functional and stylish tableware has evolved over the years with her
latest offering a celebration of casual dining. Here, tapas sets and mini
dippers are layered atop of platters, food is shared on small plates and
presentation is interesting yet relaxed.

to create, build and re-work different combinations and looks both in
store and at home. At her most recent exhibition At the Table held at
Mosman’s Mu Ceramics Studio Gallery, Katherine was delighted to
see audiences ‘playing’ with her work, enjoying the mixture of colour
and texture and squealing with delight about how they could then
purchase and take home.
This latest range landed in the Gallery Shop this autumn and is most
strongly represented by hand built pieces, organic forms, buttery
glazes and rich textured clays. With usability central to each piece the
intention is that they are versatile and life friendly (Yes! You can put
them in the dishwasher!).
Embodying that balance of fragility and durability, Katherine
Mahoney’s jewellery line is quite stunning. Each ceramic bead is hand
crafted, selectively embossed and/or glazed then transformed into
a unique necklace or pair of earrings. Simple. These treasures were
launched here in our Gallery Shop last July and like her tableware
make life that little bit more beautiful.

Working away in her St Ives studio, Katherine believes that this is just
the beginning of the creative process. The pieces she makes are the
catalyst for the customer to then become the artist- welcoming them
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WINTER EVENTS

BY MICHELLE MAARTENSZ
AND ANNE MCLAUGHLIN

(above) Showcase No 3 workshop 2015

There has been a buzz in the Art Factory workshops with attendance
numbers increasing.
Which has created the need to add additional classes, Baby Art has 2
classes a week filled to capacity and a third Family Art class for 0 to 5
year olds has been added to meet the community’s demands. The 6
to 12 year old classes are now running twice a week again with increased
numbers and the 10 to 16 year age group has grown in numbers with
quite a few new faces. Many of our new young members attended Free
Art January and wanted more of MRAG’s creative art making fun.
The Winter holiday program has an exciting group of visitors coming
to the art gallery as part of the Sacred Footsteps from the Roof of
the World Mandala Tour 2015 we will be hosting a group of Tibetan
Monks from the 7 -12 July as artists in residence. The monks will be
creating a sand mandala in the art gallery from the 7th of July as well
as holding daily chanting and meditation from 10am to 10.30am,
butter sculpture workshops for children and guided meditation. The
visit will end on Sunday 12th July with a dissolution ceremony at 2pm.
We have a new program running in partnership with Hunter Partners
in Recovery – Aftercare, Richmond PRA and Ability Links - St Vincent
de Paul Society , the program Journeys: Creative Connections is for
people with lived mental health experiences and Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander people to access community arts based facilities and activities.
This Winter see Operation Art in the Art Factory. Operation Art is an
initiative of the Children’s Hospital at Westmead in association with the
NSW Department of Education and Communities. It is proudly supported
by ANSTO (Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation).
The program allows children in all schools in New South Wales to become
involved in the lives of children in hospital, by creating artworks for their
enjoyment and helping to create a healing environment.
Operation Art emphasises the value of visual arts within a
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compassionate and tolerant society. It recognises the unique
contribution of young artists to our world. It helps to engage
communities through strong sustainable links with young patients
in hospital and their families, friends and carers.
A series of three workshops run by Operation Art Project Officer Lisa
van den Dolder will be held in the Art Factory workshops along with a
teacher’s workshop.
During the exhibition in August we will be hosting a forum on Art as
Therapy, with panellists, Lois Parish Evans, Amy Hill, Julie Nicolls and
Camille Kersley. To complement the exhibition a special free program
will be running each weekend in August.
After the cold of Winter we will all be looking forward to Spring and the
MRAG Spring season which will include the ever popular ARTEXPRESS
exhibition from, 12th September to the 1st November.

Free

ART SUNDAYS
EVERY SUNDAY 11 AM - 1 PM

For kids* ALL AGES
and their families
*Adult supervision is required.
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SOCIAL GALLERY

Maitland Regional Art Gallery is proudly supported by:
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MRAGM’s COACH TRIP TO SYDNEY TO VIEW THIS YEAR’S

Saturday 15 August
Depart Maitland Regional Art Gallery at 6.30am sharp
No other pick-ups on the day
Return approx. 5.30pm

•
•
•
•
•

ORGANISED BY

MEMBERS $75 NON-MEMBERS $85

•
•
•
•

Depart MRAG 6.30 sharp
Robert’s famous morning tea
Private guided tour of the Archibald at 9.30am
Lunch in Little Italy, Darlinghurst (own expense)
Visit Watters Gallery for James Gleeson retrospective
and Rod McRae with floor talk by Sonia Legge
Depart Sydney 3.00pm
Onboard art film, exciting raffles including art book and
wine packs
Water on board $1.00
Return MRAG 5.30pm approx.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: CALL 4934 9859 or DROP INTO THE GALLERY, 230 HIGH STREET MAITLAND

