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SUNDAYS
Free

 sui-linn white 
Vice Chairperson, Maitland Regional  

Art Gallery Members Committee

MEET

ARTEL ON-LINE 

If you are interested in getting ARTEL on-line 
only please contact MRAG reception. You will also 
receive flyers and brochures regarding exhibition 
openings, art classes and excursions by email. 

COMMITTEE

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Jan Noble AM  
VICE CHAIRPERSON: Sui-Linn White 

SECRETARY: Sue Groom 
TREASURER: Alasdair Smart 
NEWSLETTER SECRETARY: Catherine Kingsmill  
GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER:  

Andrea Pugh, Elizabeth McLaughlin  
PATRON: Jenny Aitchison MP 
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE: Loretta Baker  
MRAG REPRESENTATIVE: Brigette Uren

Cover image MRAGM Members Coach Trip to The Greats, Franҫois Boucher, Pastoral scene: I'offrande à la villageoise, 1761, Pastoral scene: la 
jardinière endormie, 1762, Pastoral scene: I'aimable pastorale, 1972, photo by Andrea Pugh

NAME  Sui-Linn White 
TITLE  Vice Chairperson, MRAGM 
AGE  45 
LIVES  Lorn 
FAMILY Husband Jason, children Aggie, 7 and Amica & Emmeline, 5

BACKGROUND 
Sui-Linn grew up in rural New South Wales and attended Sydney 
University where she trained as a secondary visual arts teacher. 
She taught at schools in Moree, Central Coast, Northern Sydney and 
then the Hunter where she currently resides.

WORK EXPERIENCE
Sui-Linn was employed as a secondary teacher throughout New 
South Wales for over twenty years. She also sat on the Executive  
of the Teachers Federation. For the last three years she has worked 
as Co-director of The Learning Bar, a Canadian Education  
Research Company.

IN HER OWN WORDS
Art galleries are such an important window to the world: they 
transport us to other places, present different perspectives, 
experience new sensations and challenge us and give us an 
opportunity to stop and appreciate things of beauty. In my high 
school days, my art teacher took us to visit many exhibitions, and my 
first work experience was at a regional gallery. Then as a visual arts 
teacher in a Moree, I really relied on the local art gallery to provide 
that ‘window to the world’ to inspire kids, some of whom didn’t get 
to travel much. When I took my students on excursions to expand 
their experiences of art galleries and other things the city has to 
offer, we were always made to feel very special by people.

Now I have three children and live and work in Maitland, we are 
delighted to have MRAG as part of our ‘playground’. The girls love 
visiting, shopping and eating there and I continue to enjoy objects of 
beauty they have chosen for me from the shop, and their recounts 
of each visit. “There’s another sculpture in the yard!”, “The goobas 
are being packed up and going somewhere else…sad” are notable 
recent discussion points.

I see MRAG as an important asset to the community for families, for 
educators and for business and I’m always proud to bring visitors to the 
gallery for a quality cultural experience.  I wanted to get involved in the 
MRAGM Committee as a way of supporting the work of the gallery in 
promoting our asset and engaging members in the life of the gallery.

EVERY SUNDAY  
11 AM - 1 PM

For kids* ALL AGES 
and their families

*Adult supervision is required.
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Welcome to the Autumn 2016 issue of ARTEL, with news of 
coming exhibitions and comments on the arts, cultural events and 
educational activities at the gallery.

Planning is well in-hand for Members Committee activities during 
2016, hopefully a year to progress the status and activities of the 
Committee for the benefit of members. At the December committee 
meeting initiatives to be undertaken and/or completed during 
2016 were discussed.  These included negotiations with Maitland 
City Council regarding transfer to an incorporated association which 
requires preparation of a number of documents: A review of the 
constitution and management plan, preparation of a policy paper, 
Standing Orders and a Memorandum of Association (MOA).  Work 
has commenced (first drafts) on a number of these documents. 
They will be developed through a series of workshops specifically 
aimed at facilitating the proposed changes.

At the same meeting the proposed electronic review of membership 
– membership criteria, demographics, renewal processes etc. was 
initiated in preparation for a membership drive later in the year. 
Included in our survey are questions seeking feedback on the types 
of events and activities of interest to members to assist the Events 
Coordinator Andrea Pugh in preparing a calendar of events for 
distribution to members.

Review and evaluation of ARTEL is ongoing to ensure a quality 
production and at a sustainable cost. All credit to the Newsletter 
Secretary, Catherine Kingsmill and gallery staff member Clare 
Hodgins for an informative, quality production. Members wishing to 
receive an electronic copy rather than a hard copy should contact 
the gallery to arrange the transfer.

In implementing the initiatives outlined above, I commend the work 
of two new committee members: Sue-Linn White, Vice Chairperson 
with responsibilities for membership and Andrea Pugh, Events 
Coordinator who produced the stunning flyer and postcard for 
The Greats. Thank you both and thanks too to other committee 
members who assisted in the preparation of the electronic survey 
document.

Please note in your diaries the following events for later in the year: 
AGM 20 Oct 2016, Print Sale 4-29 November 2016 and Members 
Christmas Party 18 Nov 2016.

Finally it is my pleasure to introduce Sue Groom, the incoming 
MRAGMC Secretary. Sue’s interest in the gallery and her 
membership of MRAGM goes back to 2009.  Sue will feature in a 
later edition of ARTEL. Welcome Sue to the Members Committee.

fROM ThE ChAIRpERsON BY DR JAN NOBLE AM 

(above) Free Art January clothes swap,  31 January 2016

     

at maitland regional  
Art Gallery
sAVe tHe DAte 
23 April 2016
23 July 2016
17 September 2016 
26 November 2016

stallholder enquiries please contact:  
theolivetreemarket.com.au
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(left) Free Art January 2016 (right) Michaela Swan, Untitled, Hong Kong 2013, fabric collage, plastic beads, digitally printed fabric, dimensions variable

fROM ThE CuLTuRAL DIRECTOR BY BRIGETTE uREN

MRAG is many things to many people. For me, as Cultural 
Director, it increasingly reflects a spirit of giving – of knowledge, 
of community participation and inclusivity. But it is the people 
of MRAG that embody this – our staff, our Members and 
representative committee, particularly our volunteers. Our 
patrons, Pat Corrigan AM and Ray Wilson OAM give generously 
in their time as well as financial support, as too do our sponsors 
and partners. Free Art January was about creative play, 
introducing new visitors to the art gallery, but above all else it 
was about a spirit of giving back – our little way of saying thank 
you to the people of Maitland for their unwavering support. The 
MRAG Members Committee and Cleverpatch had a huge role to 
play in making it happen, together with Arts NSW and Maitland 
City Council whom I acknowledge munificently. 

To know the MRAG 2016 artistic program is to know MRAG 
cares about the people it connects with and to be grateful for 
the experience of it. Exhibitions of all media showing the work of 
100s of artists is a teaser – the work of celebrated author Shaun 
Tan, social history exhibitions as told through survivors of the 
Holocaust, Linda Greedy’s exhibition of Bloomfield Coal and the 
stunning exhibition Frugal Forest from mid-year in the Art Factory, 
the return of the wonderful Brenda Clouten Travelling Memorial 
Scholarship and ARTEXPRESS. Each exhibition has been selected 
to cumulatively echo the inquisitiveness and great diversity 
in our community. To complement the seasonal exhibition 
changeover, events, activities and a wonderful host of creative 
learning programs will bring you together, introduce you to new 

ideas, actively engage you in cultural exchange, and for the most 
part, are the result of rich community partnerships of which you 
are the beneficiary. 

There is but a handful of us to see this effervescent program come 
to fruition and I encourage every one of you to put your hand up to 
become more actively involved in even just a small part of what we 
do. I will always be grateful to open a conversation with you about 
donating time, money or in-kind contributions from all industries 
that can steer us faster, better. For giving to the community is not 
chance, it is a matter of choice. 



mAItlAnD reGIOnAl Art GAllery memBers + newsletter + Autumn 2016 +  5ARTEL

Forty-five guests experienced a rich mix of classic and 
contemporary art on a recent coach tour to Sydney held Saturday, 
6 February. Thank you to all our guests who came along to see The 
Greats exhibition at Art Gallery of NSW and explore Carriageworks arts 
centre in Eveleigh. 

The day commenced with a private guided tour of The Greats, 
a stunning exhibition from the National Galleries of Scotland 
featuring 70 masterful paintings and drawings spanning four 
centuries. Masterpieces in this extraordinary exhibition included 
works by many of the greatest names in European art including 
Botticelli, Cézanne, Degas, Gauguin, Monet, Raeburn, Sargent, 
Seurat, Velázquez and Vermeer. Quite simply, The Greats were 
great! Such a breathtaking exhibition and one not likely to ever be 
seen again in Australia. 

Following our visit to Art Gallery of NSW, the group then ventured 
on to Carriageworks and meandered through the centre’s 
award-winning farmers markets; inspecting and indulging in an 
abundance of beautiful fresh produce and artisan wares. Guests 
also explored the grounds of the world-renown cultural facility 
where they were treated to a public exhibition by El Anatsui – 
recognised as one of the world’s leading contemporary artists 
working today. 

El Anatsui’s exhibition, Five Decades, presents more than 30 works 
from the 1970s to now, including ceramics, drawings, sculptures 
and woodcarvings, alongside the intricate and expansive, large-
scale installations for which he is best known. The exhibition 
explores the history of colonial and post-colonial Africa alongside 
themes of consumption, exchange and renewal and the limitless 
beauty found in the everyday. An absolute delight to see! Guests 
who attended the coach tour to Sydney Biennale in 2012 may 
recall the pleasure of seeing Anatsui’s work then. 

An enormous thank you again to our guests, All Australian Journeys, 
our very capable driver, Mick Wright (for expertly manoeuvring a 
13 metre coach through some of the smallest suburban streets 
in Sydney) and to Lady Sharan Nixon at Maitland Framing Gallery 

for her skilled services in matting an original screen print by 
Indigenous artist, Molly Tasman Napurrurla, our major en route 
raffle prize. Your support of MRAGM and the Gallery is  
greatly appreciated. 

A further coach tour to see The Archibalds is scheduled for late 
September – we hope you will join us. 

TESTIMONIALS

“A wonderful day with old friends and new ones. It was particularly 
nice to be driven to Sydney, delivered to the door of the galleries 
and collected again. I thoroughly enjoyed the exhibitions, markets 
and the leisurely lunch with like-minded art lovers.” Nicola Bolton

“We had a great, relaxed day and The Greats exhibition was a rare 
treat. It was wonderful to see the Carriageworks complex for the 
first time and experience the buzz of the markets. We bought a 
loaf of beautiful organic bread and some crisp apples from Batlow. 
Delicious! The awe-inspiring works of El Anatsui were exceptional 
in their scale and calibre, and totally appropriate for the site. 
This exhibition was a pleasant surprise - what a beautiful show of 
human endeavour. The fantastic beauty created from discarded 
everyday objects glowed like a rich tapestry. Again, another great 
trip with the Maitland Gallery Members. We look forward the next.” 
Bruce & Marian Roxburgh

“I thoroughly enjoyed the trip to The Greats. Our tour guide was 
so well informed and the works were wonderful. I was so pleased 
to see the exhibition of African art that I bought the book! That 
exhibition was so beautiful that it was like being in a cathedral. 
The Carriageworks was a great space, nearly as good as Cockatoo 
Island. The markets were interesting and we had lunch there. 
Overall it was a good day, I love driving through the streets of 
Sydney and seeing all the different architecture too. We enjoyed 
two great shows in one day. Thanks to Andrea for organising it, see 
you for the next trip to the Archibald Prize.” Judy Manning

(left) Tour Group Two admiring Sandro Botticelli, The Virgin adoring the sleeping Christ child (‘The Wemyss Madonna’), c1485, (right, top) Handmade 
baskets at Carriageworks Farmers Market, Eveleigh (right, lower) A close up of El Anatsui, Open(ing) Market, 2004 inspired by the street vendors and 
markets of his adopted town of Nsukka in Nigeria

Meet our member artist
INDEAh CLARK

CLAssIC TO CONTEMpORARY  
Coach Tour BY ANDREA puGh
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Creative Diversity 

The exhibitions across the Autumn period are pleasingly diverse – 
there are beautiful textiles; paintings and drawing, ceramics and 
sculpture as well as film and illustration. The exhibitions we have 
planned include touring exhibitions from Victoria and Canberra as 
well as a number of never before seen exhibitions which feature a 
number of prominent and emerging visual artists from right here  
in the Hunter.  

To kick off the Autumn program we are greeted with an exhibition by 
Stephen Bird titled Bastard Son of Royal Doulton; a survey exhibition 
of ceramics, objects and works on paper. This visual and conceptually 
subversive exhibition uncovers Stephen Bird’s vibrant watercolour 
painting practice and its influence on his well-known ceramic works. 

Stephen makes highly individualistic ceramics that toy with 
convention. The deliberate use of industrial techniques and 
materials of his hometown, Stoke-on-Trent, the town in which Royal 
Doulton, Spode and Wedgwood were founded, form a practice he 
has dubbed “Industrial Sabotage”. 

Woven Worlds: Ten years of ‘en plein air’ tapestries, is another 
exhibition which takes a tradition medium and places it squarely in 
a modern context. In this exhibition artist Cresside Collette includes 
twenty-five small-scale tapestries; the exhibition celebrates the 
artist’s decade long journey refining a method of tapestry weaving 
inspired by the Impressionist tradition of painting outdoors in the 
open air or en plein air. 

Cresside began weaving en plein air landscapes during an 
artist residency in 2004 where she immersed herself in the 
breathtakingly beautiful surrounds of Bundanon, the former home 
of the painter Arthur Boyd in New South Wales. Cresside’s unique 
approach to weaving – normally a slow, delicate process done 
indoors following sketches or images – gives her works an energy 
and honesty of colour. Acutely detailed, the works have a profound 
sense of immediacy to the landscapes they depict and together 
constitute a re-visioning of the landscape genre. The exhibition will 
be shown in Maitland until 24 April 2016. 

The Dreaming Room by Una Rey is an exhibition which considers 
the idea of ‘dreaming spaces’, both real and metaphorical. As 
dreaming sites, both the art gallery and the studio stimulate 
creative desire, triggering memories and intuitive responses.  

These ‘theatres of culture’ also offer the kind of chance 
associations treasured by the surrealists who celebrated the 
freedom and archetypes of dreams. Una Rey’s recent paintings 
are inspired by the artists’ dreams of invention – her own and 
countless others. Una Rey is a painter, arts writer, curator and 
freelance academic who has lived in Newcastle since 2006.

Something to look forward to later in Autumn is an exhibition of 
new paintings by well known internationally acclaimed author Barry 
Maitland.  In this exhibition, his first solo exhibition at MRAG, Barry 
will present a series of beautifully textured, elaborately delicious 
abstract paintings inspired by the natural world, especially the 
rain forest. With this new body of work, Barry seeks to present the 
audience with the dark and hidden world of the forest floor. 

This is but a taste of what MRAG has to offer this Autumn. Please 
visit our website mrag.org.au to see the full range of exhibitions on 
show, or just pop in and be surprised! 

AuTuMN ExhIBITIONs BY KIM BLuNT

 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MRAG COLLECTION 
1957-2015 12 February - 29 May 2016 

CRESSIDE COLLETTE WOVEN WORLDS: 10 YEARS OF 
‘EN PLEIN AIR’ TAPESTRIES 13 February - 24 April 2016
A Manningham Art Gallery touring exhibition supported by the Gordon Darling Foundation.

STEPHEN BIRD BASTARD SON OF ROYAL DOULTON 
6 February - 3 April 2016
A Wollongong Art Gallery touring exhibition.

SALVATORE ZOFREA FROM THE MRAG COLLECTION  
12 February - 29 May 2016 

UNA REY THE DREAMING ROOM 6 February - 3 April 2016 

ENDANGERED AND EXTINCT - WHEN NATURE CALLS 
UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE STAFF AND STUDENTS 
6 February - 29 May 2016 
DEIRDRE BEAN MANGROVES OF AUSTRALIA: LIVING  
ON THE EDGE 6 February - 29 May 2016

SHAUN TAN'S THE LOST THING: FROM BOOK TO FILM
5 March- 24 April 2016

BARRY MAITLAND FOREST FLOOR 9 April- 5 June 2016

MICHAELA SWAN THE ARM KNITTING PROjECT 2016  
9 April- 5 June 2016

ROY jACKSON RETROSPECTIVE 1963–2013  
30 April- 19 June 2016
Toured by the Drill Hall Gallery ANU Canberra and the RM Jackson Memorial Fund

Stephen Bird, Self portrait as a Toby Jug (detail), 2010, clay, pigment 
and glaze, 32 x 18 x 25cm.
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One of our major goals for the future is to make our MRAG 
Collection the most accessible regional art collection 
in the state. This February we take our first steps toward 
the establishment of a permanent exhibition space for 
the MRAG Collection in our heritage galleries, with the 
exhibition, Highlights from the MRAG Collection 1957-2015.

Highlights from the MRAG Collection 1957-2015 will be on 
display from the 13th February until the 29th May 2016 and will 
feature significant and beautiful artworks selected from the entire 
Collection - from the first work accessioned in 1957 up to the most 
recent acquisitions. Within this exhibition are artworks that have 
become favourites of both visitors and staff such as Margaret 
Olley’s Banksia, 1970 and John Coburn’s Legend IV, 1965 and 
artworks that have not been out of the collection store for quite 
some time, such as Ray Crooke’s, Island Villagers, 1969 and Tim 
Tjapaltjarri’s Untitled (Fire dreaming), c.1973. It is a pleasure 
to see them alongside more recent acquisitions that have not 
been exhibited at MRAG, including Charles Blackman’s Untitled 
(Reclining girl with flowers), 1976 and Judy Cassab’s Bonsai, 2005.

Selecting the’ highlights’ from our collection of  over 4400 works 

by hundreds of artists was not an easy task,  so this exhibition 
is based upon works with a  botanical theme to complement the 
other exhibitions currently on show at MRAG during this time – one 
could say it's a ‘mixed bouquet’.

One exciting highlight within the exhibition is a very significant 
recent acquisition - the large private collection of Les Darcy items 
donated to MRAG last December by Iris Darcy, on behalf of her late 
husband Joe Darcy. Joe was the youngest brother of Les Darcy. 
Although he was only a small child when Les passed away on 24th 
May 1917 in Memphis, Tennessee, Les and the Les Darcy story 
were very important to him. For much of his life Joe collected many 
items, including photographs and images, newspaper articles, various 
documentation, letters and postcards and personal items belonging to 
his brother. Iris felt very strongly that these nationally significant items 
should be returned to Maitland.  We feel delighted and honoured that 
she has asked MRAG to be the custodian of this personal collection. 

Together, this new acquisition of Les Darcy items and the ‘mixed 
bouquet’ selection from the Collection demonstrate what a 
very important cultural asset the Maitland Regional Art Gallery 
Collection is, not only to the City of Maitland but also to the Nation.

Recent acquisition of Les Darcy items donated to MRAG by Iris Darcy on behalf of her late husband Joe Darcy (the youngest member of the Les Darcy 
family).. (Clockwise from lower centre) Les Darcy badge and Les Darcy’s personal belongings: gold fob watch, gold fob chain, prayer book, McGoorty 
knockout fight ‘brick’pendant.

fROM ThE COLLECTION BY ChERYL fARRELL
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Twenty five days of January have been abuzz with large numbers 
of children and adults of all ages enjoying Free Art January outside 
and inside the art gallery in the rain, hail or shine, and there was 
plenty of all three! Beginning on Saturday 2 January and continuing 
right up until Sunday 31 January, a diverse and engaging array of 
creativity and fun has been available free to anyone dropping into 
the art gallery. Led by our wonderful MRAG art tutors, children and 
the young and creative at heart  have been able to drop in and 
draw, attend Crafternoon swapping and updating their craft skills, 
sculpt using our sculpture and 3D exhibitions of artworks by Peter 
Speight , Stephen King, Barbie Procobis and Olivia Parsonage for 
stimulus, hang out and play in the outdoor Fun Park,  join a tour of 
the MRAG Collection or participate in a curatorial talk on one of the 
six exhibitions on show, and much more.   

This was the second Free Art January (FAJ), and was made possible 
by the generous support of MRAGM following the success of the 
first FAJ just twelve months ago; additional support came from 
ARTS NSW, CleverPatch and MRAG. Inviting our audiences into 
the art gallery to engage with our exhibitions, explore the gallery 
spaces and interact with art activities is our priority and Free 
Art January is all about achieving just that, so we look forward 
to seeing our FAJ participants coming back to the art gallery 
throughout 2016.  
 
We have a great line up of exhibitions that will especially enchant 
our younger audiences in 2016; one that will be very popular is 
Shaun Tan’s The Lost Thing: From book to film from 5 March – 24 
April 2016. This exhibition, based on Shaun’s story of a boy who 
befriends a strange creature that doesn’t fit in any category, goes 

behind-the-scenes to reveal how the popular book came to life as 
an animated film. It features Tan’s exquisite original drawings and 
working sketches alongside exclusive footage of the animators 
and sound artists, demonstrating how the drawings were brought 
to life on screen with animation, sound effects, music and narration.  
And to celebrate this exhibition and the wonder that imagination can 
achieve through drawing and art-making there will be a special Family 
Fun Day on Sunday 6 March as part of Free Art Sunday. This will be 
a free event with activities for all ages focused on The Lost Thing: 
From book to film. We are delighted to announce that a special dance 
performance that uses The Lost Thing for inspiration will be presented 
at the art gallery on Friday and Saturday 8 and 9 April by the Flipside 
Dance Project. Come and see these young regional dancers inhabit 
the gallery in a newly choreographed work. Bookings essential.

Flora and fauna will be the focus in the Art Factory exhibition 
spaces this autumn with Deidre Bean’s drawings Mangroves of 
Australia: Living on the Edge upstairs and a series of mixed media 
works by Natural History Illustration students and staff entitled 
Endangered and Extinct. For those who want to further explore 
Deidre’s drawing and watercolour techniques, she is holding a 
Master Class at the art gallery on Saturday 27 February.

Later on in July a wonderful installation entitled Frugal Forest will 
be installed in the Art Factory – upstairs will be a magical forest 
created from ordinary things previously destined for the rubbish 
dump but now transformed into organic life-giving natural forms.   
There will be all sorts of activities for our audiences to participate 
in when they visit this entrancing exhibition. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Gallery!

A still from The Lost Thing (courtesy Shaun Tan)

Meet our member artist
INDEAh CLARK

AROuND ThE ART fACTORY  
at MRAG BY MIChELLE MAARTENsZ AND ANNE MCLAuGhLIN 
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David Hampton is an artist inhabiting a magical world of steam 
engines, tweed and time travel. Like many artists, David is a 
great collector. His home is like a museum of days gone by, with 
glass cases brimming with tin trains and figurines. His walls 
are covered with fine prints and his wardrobe brimming with 
worstead and Harris Tweed. In addition to his arts practice, David 
works at the Newcastle Museum as Public Program Assistant. 
Primarily a printmaker and illustrator, he transports the viewer to 
imaginary worlds of wonder not only through his art but through his 
captivating performances and education programs.

Upon seeing the Flying Scotsman as an infant, he was instantly 
transfixed by the wonders of steam locomotives and embraced 
the full aesthetic of Victorian engineering for life. His parents 
were more than happy to encourage David’s passion, with lots 
of trips to the Richmond Vale Railway Museum throughout his 
childhood. So immersed in the rich history of steam, along the way 
he has picked up a penchant for dressing in the manner of the 
Victorian or Edwardian period. As an educator and raconteur, he is 
capable of entrancing audiences of all ages with his performance 
dressed in the full uniform of a WW1 Australian Lighthorseman. 
His formidable wardrobe is sourced from England as well as being 
produced in Australia. Luckily for David, his mother Margaret is 
more than happy and able to help out in this area. Margaret is a 
master seamstress, having taught fashion design and clothing 
manufacture in the Hunter for over 30 years. David's interests also 
include, not surprisingly, Doctor Who and his 1960 Morris Minor.

David studied Fine Arts at the University of Newcastle, 
graduating with Honours in 2012. A lifelong passion for 
drawing, coupled with an attraction to the mechanical nature 
of image reproduction, led him to major in printmaking. Screen 
printing is his major métier, although it's not hard to imagine 
him operating a letterpress in times to come. Stylistically, his 
works recall a combination of Victorian engraving, Arts Nouveau 
and Deco with a flourish of 1970s freehand illustration (think 
BIBA & Monty Python). The subjects of his prints are invariably 
historical modes of transport and famous figures in Australian 
history. David's passion for his art is palpable and his knowledge 
of history is formidable. David’s work has been exhibited in 
a number of exhibitions in Newcastle, Cessnock and here at 
Maitland Regional Art Gallery and his work is sometimes for sale 
at The Olive Tree Markets. To see more of David’s marvellous 
work, visit his blog Brighton Atlantic (wordpress).

(left) David Hampton, Image by Margaret Hampton (right) David Hampton at Richmond Vale Railway Museum, Image by Amy Hill

Meet our member artist
DAVID hAMpTON BY CAThERINE KINGsMILL

DON'T MIss ThIs 
YEAR's pRINT sALE!

MRAGM ANNuAL  
pRINT sALE 2016 

4 - 20 november 2016
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ThE GALLERY shOp BY AshLEY GRANT

(above) Frejj leather bags and Barbara Rogers silk scarf - available at the Gallery Shop.

With such a wonderfully diverse and textural exhibition program 
this autumn it is exciting to see a relationship emerging between 
the artwork exhibited throughout the art gallery and the artisan 
products available in the Gallery Shop. The beauty of texture and 
textiles can be found in the work of Julia Flanagan and Barbara 
Rogers, masters of layering and shape. Their respective mediums 
of leather and silk marry several components with incredible skill to 
create gorgeous one-off wearable  pieces that are sure to be put on 
your ‘must have list’ this season.

Julia Flanagan is well known for her leather accessories label 
Frejj. Conceived some 16 years ago, Frejj has always had a strong 
direction featuring bold, confident colours painted and printed 
one on top of another and stitched into a marvelous range of 
bags. These wearable artworks are the epitome of stylish, unique 
accessories that are just as special as the person wearing them!

It is evident that Julia is no stranger to a paint brush and a sewing 
machine. Graduating from the National Art School with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts (Honours) in 2005, and having grown up learning how 
to sew in her parents’ commercial canvas warehouse in Newcastle 
it is safe to say that each and every Frejj leather bag is a reflection 
of quality craftsmanship on many fronts. Julia’s leathers possess 
a quirky, carefree nature whilst maintaining a luxurious sense 
of depth with each piece carefully curated and stitched with the 
highest attention to detail. No one bag is the same. Each one  
is amazing.

Silk is one of life’s treasures particularly when it has passed 
through the hands of Barbara Rogers. Barbara has been a 
practising textile artist for over 20 years now and having trained 
at the National Art School as a dress designer, has truly mastered 
her craft. She has been part of countless exhibitions (over 20 to 
be precise!) and recipient of several awards, further demonstrating 
that she is incredibly good at what she does! Her silk scarves 
are beautiful to wear, with effortlessly balanced neutrals and 
impeccably placed pops of colour.  

Profoundly influenced by the Japanese dyeing technique of shibori, 
Barbara’s scarf range is a direct reflection of this art. More often 
than not Barbara begins her process with a black piece of silk 
that she then selectively bleaches and adds colour to - the mind 
boggles! It is this pulling away of colour, adding and manipulating 
to build up layers of both hue and pattern, that creates such unique 
effects on fabric. Playful yet refined designs are the outcome of this 
process and it is such a treat to be able to wear them.

 
So the adage goes, ‘you get what you pay for’ and in the context of 
the Gallery Shop this can’t be emphasised enough. Every purchase 
made in the Gallery Shop directly supports the art gallery and 
the artists it showcases. On behalf of MRAG and our 50+ stocked 
artisans I would like to pass on my sincerest thank you for your 
continued support.



mAItlAnD reGIOnAl Art GAllery memBers + newsletter + Autumn 2016 +  11ARTEL

sOCIAL GALLERY

Maitland Regional Art Gallery is proudly supported by:

Maitland In Bloom auction night, 29 January 2016 The Greats, MRAGM coach trip, 6 February 2016

Summer Program Launch, 5 December 2015 Summer Program Launch, 5 December 2015

Free Art January 2016

Curator talk: Faith, Fashion, Fusion 5 December 2015

The Greats, MRAGM coach trip, 6 February 2016 Free Art January 2016

maitland regional Art Gallery is supported by the nsw Government through Arts nsw. 

Carriageworks visit - The Greats MRAGM coach tour, Saturday 6 February 2016

Free Art January 2016




